
http://nonrel.wordpress.com

1. Give your paper a Creative Commons 
Attribution License.
(copyright stays with you!)

2. Post your preprint in http://arxiv.org
3. Send us the link and an abstract.
4. If two EB members approve, we post it.

Editor-in-chief: Ian Soboroff
Editorial board: Nick Belkin, Charlie Clarke, 
Kevyn Collins-Thompson, Fernando Diaz, 
Gene Golovchinsky, Donna Harman, Jaap 
Kamps, Jussi Karlgren, Mounia Lalmas, 
Charles Nicholas, Iadh Ounis, Benjamin 
Piwowarski, Tetsuya Sakai, Fabrizio Silvestri, 
Dell Zhang

We’ve published one 
paper.  Shouldn’t yours be 

number two?
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A NEW
PREPRINT
E-JOURNAL
OF AWESOME
IR RESEARCH

So you got three two-line reviews and a meta-review saying, “Zzz. uh wah?”

Think about getting your 
research out in a new way.

Conference timetables are slow, and 
sometimes those reviews are, shall we say it, 
a bit off the mark.  Seven months from 
submission to conference?!?  Journals take 
even longer, and no one reads those anyway 
(well, except tenure committees).

Wouldn’t it be great to get top-quality IR 
research out in the wild, right now, with open 
discussion and comments?  Shouldn’t there be 
someplace to publish a short technical note, a 
practical experience, or a correction?  Rather 
than saving ourselves from the good ideas, 
shouldn’t we put them out where we can pick 
them apart and make them into great ideas?

This is why we started “Not Relevant”.

Not Relevant has three goals.  First, we 
want to shake up the technical publishing 
cycle. We’re aiming for two weeks from 
submission to publication.  At the same time, 
we want to make it social.  Oh, and also use 
licensing instead of copyright assignment, so 
your work stays yours.

The second goal is to be a better filter 
for high-quality results than the conference 
and journal models can be.  We have an 
expert and diverse editorial board.  If two 
board members argue for your work, they 
write a short introductory summary and post it 
to the site.  We combine this bias towards 
acceptance with a fanatical desire for results 
that are highly significant, interesting, cutting-
edge, unusual, real, and ready-to-apply.  No 
∆MAP=0.0017, please.

Number three, we are making a new 
home for other kinds of writing in the IR 
world.  Technical notes.  Errata.  Practice and 
experience.  Squibs.  Critical conference and 
book reviews.  Your ideas, posted here.

Thanks, CMU, for the best protest ever.


